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Timeline online application: August 11 - November 3, 2026
Prepare all documents: CV, transcripts, certificates/diplomas, your research proposal
Contact your referees: Two recommendations have to be submitted by November 10, 2026

Complete and submit your application via our online application portal by the deadline.

Timeline assessment process: November 4 - 26, 2026
Multi-step screening process:
1. Applications are reviewed for completeness and eligibility by CGA coordination.

2. Applications that meet the requirements will be assessed by CGA faculty members.

Timeline online panel interviews: December 7 - 9, 2026
Online panel interviews of approx. 20 minutes for up to 80 shortlisted candidates:
Candidates may be asked to shortly present their current research project as part of the

interview. Interview panels consist of recruiting and non-recruiting faculty members.

Timeline on-site recruitment week: February 15 - 19, 2027
25 top candidates are invited to an on-site recruitment week in Cologne, Germany:
Presentation of available projects in a faculty poster session, networking BBQ, social activities,

up to five lab visits with personal interviews, campus tour, CGA information events

Admission: approximately two weeks after on-site recruitment week
Start of individual PhD projects: possible between July 1 - October 1, 2027
Start of CGA programme: October 1, 2027

Welcome Days: October 2027 incl. social activities, workshops and information seminars



